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Rector’s Corner

Year two of Mac Camp at Grace Church is coming to a
close. Their final day of camp is August 8™ Once again, it has
been loud, it has been messy, but it has been an absolute joy and
privilege to host all the kids and provide a safe, fun, and
educational environment.

As Linsey McDanel prepares to take her sabbatical from
teaching in order to continue to form and grow Hope WINS, it
will be exciting to see what the future holds for the nonprofit,
and how Grace Church can continue to support their ministry.
Linsey recently attended a weeklong conference in Maryland for
FROs (Family Run Organizations), which, given Hope WINS size, is
what the organization is considered in the world of grants and
other support systems within the national nonprofit sector.
While she was there, she even met and had her picture taken
with a celebrity...Cookie Monster.

That brings me to the focus of this month’s newsletter:
the Freeport Eats & Beats Festival is coming up on Friday, August
22" and Saturday, August 23™ at Freeport’s Arts Plaza across
from the Public Library. A few months ago, | set out a signup
sheet simply to gauge interest in continuing Grace Church’s
participation in this event with our signature Giant Cookies. The
response was fairly positive, so we will plan to sell our cookies
once again. We have been a staple at the festival since its



inception, and we have raised significant money for a variety of
local ministries. Most of those ministries have since joined the
Eats & Beats stable of nonprofit booths, so this year it will simply
be a fundraiser for internal needs.

There are signup sheets outside the church kitchen for bakers (I
will put one up for booth staff a little closer to time), so if you
wish to provide some giant cookies for the festival, please write
your name and flavor of cookie. A variety of flavors is welcome,
but your classics tend to sell the best — anything with chocolate
is always in demand, as are snickerdoodles, sugar cookies,
peanut butter cookies, and oatmeal raisin. Multiple bakers can
make the same flavor; it just increases our inventory on popular
cookies.

Remember, Giant Cookies should be approximately 4
inches in diameter, and individually packaged and labeled in zip-
lock baggies. Duane Price and | have discussed ways we might be
able to cover the overhead on ingredients, so stay tuned for that.
Bakers may drop their cookies off at the church starting
Wednesday, August 20™. The more bakers, the more cookies
there are to sell, the more money we raise!

A few other things of note coming up: Friday and
Saturday, August 8" and 9", the Children’s Hands-On Museum
will be raising money at the Cub Foods Brat Stand, where | will
be on my third tour of duty at the grill this summer. So be sure to
stop and see me and support a great cause. Also, keep an eye
open for more special observances planned as we continue to
celebrate 175 years of Grace Episcopal Church proclaiming the
Good News of God in Christ by word and example in Freeport.

Peace,
Fr. Brian



Reminder for Emergencies when Fr. Brian is away

Should such an emergency arise, please reach out to one of our
wardens, Deb Lischwe (815-275-6866), Chuck Terpening (815-
291-6696, or Martha Furst (815-238-9391) for immediate
assistance. The surest way to get ahold of me is via email
(fr.brianprall@gmail.com). Cell signal is slightly unreliable at the
cabin, but emails come through and | can get to a place where |
can contact you from there. Fr Brian will be back in the office
August 7th.

e When you get to your wit’s end, you’ll find God is right there
to offer you strength and guidance.

—Anonymous

e Better by far you should forget and smile, than that you
should remember and be sad.
—Christine Rosetti

e Music has the power to shape a culture.
—Aristotle


mailto:fr.brianprall@gmail.com

Grace Church News

ECW First Friday The women of Grace Church will meet Friday,
August 1st at 11:30am, upstairs in the Library. Please bring your
own lunch. We’'ll be discussing our 175th Anniversary upcoming
events. Please contact me with any questions or concerns.

Connie B. cburden43@gmail.com or 815-789-3181
First Sunday Rector’s Discretionary Fund Donation Sunday,

August 3rd. This will take the place of our regular FACC First
Sunday Meal Donation.

Christian Formation Sunday, August 10th after our 9:00am
service.

People of Grace Breakfast Saturday, August 16th at Nine East
Coffee Shop. All are welcome to attend.

Vestry Meeting Sunday August 17th after the 9:00am service.
Bible Study Sunday, August 24th after our 9:00am service.

FACC Pantry Donation for August is peanut butter.

Prayer from Book Of Common Prayer

“This is another day, O Lord. | know not what it will bring forth,
but make me ready, Lord, for whatever it may be. If | am to stand
up, help me to stand bravely. If | am to sit still, help me to sit
quietly. If | am to lie low, help me to do it patiently. And if | am to
do nothing, let me do it gallantly. Make these words more than
words, and give me the Spirit of Jesus.” Amen.



Parish Potluck Picnic on the Rock River -
Saturday August 30th

We will be hosting a potluck picnic at our riverside home a few
miles downstream of Oregon. Friends and family are welcome,
just bring a dish to share, no need to sign up for anything
specific. Water, lemonade and coffee provided, feel free to bring
other beverages of your choice.

We will not be organizing canoes or kayaks, but feel free to bring
your own boats and take out at our dock or rent canoes, kayaks
or even tubes from White Pelican Rental 815-263-4088, or
www.whitepelican.biz. (They have been willing to fetch the
boats from our house in the past or you can carry on about a
mile to Castle Rock State Park and ask them to drop you at the
entrance to Brooks Isle Road).

When: Saturday, August 30th (Plan to arrive around 11:00am)
Where: 2783 South Brooks Island Road
Oregon, IL61061  Note: This is not the Lanark address
in the Church Directory!

What to bring: Dish to share, beverages (other than above), lawn
chairs (only needed if there is a record turnout)
Hope that you can join us,
Allison & John Gush 815-541-0048 or 815-297-3311



Treasurer’s Report

Below are the financial results for the first six month of 2025
compared to the results for the first six months of 2024.

Total Revenue
Expenses:
Personnel Costs

Building & Grounds

Prop. & Liab. Ins.
Other
Total Expenses

Gain (Loss)

June
2025

142,087

76,017
26,494

10,749
12,657
125,917
16,170

June
2025

140,624

73,078
21,111

8,043
14,395
116,627
23,997

Please contact me if you have any questions.

Duane Price, Treasurer
815-233-0006
daprice68@yahoo.com

Difference

1,463

2,939
5,383

2,706
(1,738)
9,290.00
(7,827)



August

s @ANNIVERSARIES
2nd  Marissa Routson 21st  Curtis Terpening
7th Kris Shore 24th  Shirlee Iverson
Charla Spann 30th Madalynn Enright
9th  Becca Francis 31st  Stacey Terpening
12th Amanda Mitchell Colin Helm

17th  Connie Burden

8th  Jon & Laura Watson

18th  Chuck & Sandy Terpening

19th Wayne & Diane Conroy

26th John & Connie Burden

27th  Brian & Donna Dreier
Jeremy & Jackie Sigafus

Deadline for the September “Messenger” will be August 21st
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