
 
 

 
 

 
 

Rector’s Corner 
 

 Last month marked the 7th Anniversary of my ordinaƟon to 
the priesthood, as well as seven years serving as Grace Church’s 
priest. 
 Perhaps it was this milestone, or the fact that Team Prall is 
gearing up for their annual summer vacaƟon, that I felt compelled 
to review my leƩer of agreement with the Church.  Seven years had 
familiar resonance for some reason; plus, I also wanted to make 
sure I was within the parameters of my allowable Ɵme oī.  Sure 
enough, aŌer seven years the priest stops accumulaƟng Ɵme for 
SabbaƟcal Leave (two weeks earned per year of service, to be  
available aŌer Įve years, but does not accumulate aŌer seven).  
That would explain why two of my ordinaƟon cohort are either on 
or are planning to take their sabbaƟcals this year. 
 To be honest, the thought of taking a sabbaƟcal is exceed-
ingly stressful, and if part of the intenƟon is to reduce clergy burn-
out, I am afraid trying to plan a sabbaƟcal would cause more harm 
than good.  One day, maybe, I will Ňy oī on some exoƟc pilgrimage; 
or go study ancient texts, holed up in a hermitage; or write some 
great theological treaƟse that makes me Episcopal famous, and a 
bestseller through Church Publishing.  Whatever it is people do on 
sabbaƟcals (and I hope it involves plenty of naps), I will get there 
eventually. 
 Not this year, though. 
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 Instead, family circumstances are that I will be taking a liƩle 
longer vacaƟon this summer.  My in-laws are celebraƟng their 50th 
Wedding Anniversary this year, for which they have rented a house 
in the Galena Territories for the whole family to spend a week en-
joying Galena.  So, for the week of July 14th, I will be in Galena, 
which is not far away should any emergencies arise.  It will be a 
working vacaƟon in some respects, because I will sƟll need to write 
a sermon and check emails.  It is also close enough that I can  
commute if there is a dire situaƟon. 
 The following Monday, July 21st, we will be seƫng sail once 
again for the family cabin in the Adirondacks (assuming we can do 
laundry and repack in rapid succession).  My plan is to be back in 
the oĸce on August 7th.  Ellen has a new classroom to set up, and 
CHOM is doing the Brat Stand the weekend of the 8th and 9th, which 
will be my third tour of duty at the grill this summer. 
 All told, I will only miss two Sundays: July 27th and August 
3rd.  Those will likely be lay-led services, but making sure they are 
covered is next on my to-do list. 
 In my absence, as Mac Camp’s Custodian in Chief (my  
chosen contribuƟon to the ministry), my janitorial and furniture 
moving services will be unavailable.  Camp staī will be instructed to 
take on more of the cleaning than they already do.  They are  
supposed to police up stray camp items as it is, so hopefully they 
conƟnue to do so.  However, St. Stephens will likely not be  
reconĮgured from camp setup to coīee hour setup and back again 
in my absence, and for two Sundays it will be okay.  We just won’t 
put out the photo boards and items for our 175th Anniversary  
celebraƟon for those two Sundays, and everyone can enjoy coīee 
and treats as the children would have their breakfast and lunches.  
Camp concludes August 8th, so everything will gradually return to 
normal beginning Sunday the 10th. 
 It has been a lively and Spirit Įlled summer so far, with great 
things happening at Grace Church.  I look forward to the wonderful  
 

  



 

things before us in July and August, as camp conƟnues and as we 
conƟnue to celebrate Grace’s 175th Anniversary.   
 A tremendous thank you to all who have worked on, and 
conƟnue to work on, our special observances of that incredible 
milestone in our parish’s history.  Grace Church is truly a  
wonderful and holy part of this community.  
 

Blessings, 
Fr. Brian 

 

 

 

 

Reminder for Emergencies when Fr. Brian is away 

While I am away, I would like to be kept in the loop for any 
emergencies, pastoral or otherwise. Should such an emergency 
arise, please reach out to one of our wardens, Deb Lischwe (815-

275-6866), Chuck Terpening (815-291-6696, or Martha Furst 
(815-238-9391) for immediate assistance. The surest way to get 
ahold of me is via email (fr.brianprall@gmail.com). Cell signal is 
slightly unreliable at the cabin, but emails come through and I 
can get to a place where I can contact you from there. 
 

July 14th
-19th, in Galena 

July 21st
-August 6th, in New York 
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Grace Church News & Events 
 

ECW  NEWS… Since the FIRST FRIDAY lands on the Fourth of 
July, the ECW will NOT have a meeƟng this month.   
 

THANK YOU.... A huge THANK YOU to the ECW ladies who pre-
pared and served a delicious brunch last Sunday as a kick-oī to 
celebraƟng Grace Church's 175 Anniversary.  I would like to 
thank Evelyn, Gail, Shannon, Linda, Phyllis, Sandy, Cathy, Helen, 
and Lynn.  Thanks to these ladies who also helped with the  
dishes and laundering the table cloths.  We make a great 
team!  And I would like to especially thank Carol Francis for not 
only contribuƟng to the meal, but coming in on Saturday to set 
up and decorate, complete with her fresh Ňower arrangements 
for each table.  Oh, and for thinking about mimosas (!) and for 
the individual bundt cakes for everyone to take home.   
 

Connie B. 
 

 HAPPY 175th ANNIVERSARY, GRACE CHURCH Our  
second opportunity to celebrate Grace Church's 175th  
Anniversary is an all-parish potluck on Sunday, July 13th, 
following the 9 o'clock service.  You may have noƟced a large col-
lecƟon of Grace Church Cook Books on display in the under-
croŌ.  The focus of the potluck will be recipes from these cook 
books.  Please grab one of these books, Įnd a recipe that speaks 
to you and prepare that dish for the potluck.  I have chosen one 
of Vera Glasow's recipes from the Rector's Guild Cook Book, p. 
125.  Everyone is encouraged to parƟcipate.  There will be a sign-

up sheet posted in the undercroŌ.   If you are able to help  
coordinate this event (seƫng up, decoraƟng, cleaning up, etc.) 
please let me know.          Many thanks, Connie B. 
                                              cburden43@gmail.com 

                                                       815-789-3181 
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Grace Church News & Events 
(conƟnued) 

 

First Sunday Rector’s DiscreƟonary Fund DonaƟon   
Sunday, July 6th. This takes the place of our regular FACC First  
Sunday Meal DonaƟon.  
 

ChrisƟan FormaƟon Sunday, July 13th aŌer the service. 
 

People of Grace Breakfast - Saturday, July 19th, 8:00am at 
Nine East Coīee Shop. All are welcome to aƩend. 
 

Vestry MeeƟng - Sunday, July 20th aŌer the 9:00am service. 
 

FACC Pantry DonaƟon for July is chunky soup. 
 

In GraƟtude of God’s Love 
 

Dear God, 
Jesus taught us the depth of your love, a love that he  
demonstrated: 
 A love that accepts others, all others, not just some; 
 A love that respects others, all others, not just some; 
 A love that helps others, all others, not just some; 
 A love that forgives others, not just some. 
 

Thank you God, 
 For leƫng us see love in acƟon, 
 Feel the presence of love in the depths of our being, 
 Experience love in real Ɵme, 
 Hear love spoken in words that resonate sincerity 

 And provide comfort, love being lived, 
 Love at its lovingest, the Cross. 
  

Thank you, God, for Jesus, in whose name we pray.  Amen 



  
Treasurer’s Report 

 

Below are the Įnancial results for the Įrst Įve months of 2025 
compared to the results for the Įrst Įve months of 2024. 
 

 

Please contact me if you have any quesƟons 

 

Thank you, 
Duane Price, Treasurer 

815-233-0006 

daprice68@yahoo.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 May 

2025 

May 

2024 

 

Diīerence 

Total Revenue 125,806 108,851 16,955 

Expenses:    

Personnel Costs 64,994 62,388 2,606 

Building & Grounds 24,026 19,012 5,014 

Property & Liability Ins. 10,749 8,043 2,706 

All Other 10,948 10,792 156 

Total Expenses 110,717 100,235 10,842 

Gain (Loss) 15,089 8,616 6,473 
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Deadline for the August “Messenger” will be July 18th 

 

 

• When you get to your wit’s end, you’ll Įnd God is right there to 
oīer you strength and guidance. 

     —Anonymous 

• BeƩer by far you should forget and smile, than that you should 
remember and be sad. 

     —ChrisƟne Roseƫ 

 

 

4th Ann Elmer 

6th Owen Helm 

19th Martha Furst 

  5th Brian & Ellen Prall 
11th Skip & Mary Lehnhard 
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