
 
 

 

 

Rector’s Message 
 

Happy 175th birthday Grace Episcopal Church! 
 

 The year of our Lord, 1850, was a good year for the  
Episcopal Church in Freeport.  While Episcopal ministries had  
already been happening in Freeport (a wedding and bapƟsm  
oĸciated by Bishop Philander Chase in 1842, the arrival of the 
Rev. James Bentley as a missionary in 1848), regular aƩendees of 
these services had reached a number warranƟng a peƟƟon to 
Bishop Chase for admission into the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the United States of America (PECUSA), as the parish of Zion 
Episcopal Church on June 17, 1850.  Less than a month later, the 
peƟƟon would be granted and the Įrst vestry elected on July 12, 
1850. 
 The parish would later be renamed Grace Episcopal 
Church, the church you know and love today, four years aŌer our 
current building was completed in 1887.  The reason for the 
change, however, has been lost to history. 
 Even so, what a history Grace Church has had, and  
celebrated about every ĮŌeen years or so; at least since 1985.  
People have been kind enough to share with me booklets and 
bulleƟns from the 135th, 150th, and 160th anniversary  
celebraƟons.  As a student and lover of history, it has been a real 
treat to read through these and see how much has changed, and 
how much really has not.  It is humbling to serve among walls  
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and with church furnishings (vessels, vestments, etc.) that pre-date 
my existence; some by quite a bit.  My favorite piece is the large, 
heavy cross posiƟoned on the ambry above the high altar, which 
has an inscripƟon on the back dedicaƟng it in memory of an  
individual who died in 1867.  Has it really been a part of Grace’s 
worship since just aŌer the Civil War?  In the series of photos  
hanging in St. Stephen’s Hall that show the progression of the 
church’s interior through the decades, there the cross sits in all 
three pictures daƟng back to at least 1895. 
 These are the things that give me goosebumps and make 
me excited to delve further into Grace’s history throughout the 
year.  And I say throughout the year because some of the  
preliminary planning that has been done centers on the idea of 
having a series of micro celebraƟons or observances, as opposed to 
one large shindig.  It would certainly make for less moving pieces 
to have to coordinate for one speciĮc date, and it is kind of Įƫng 
since the earliest entry in an old church register is for a  
conĮrmaƟon on May 22, 1850; the peƟƟon is dated June 17, 1850; 
and the forming of a vestry was on July 12, 1850 – so, why not 
stretch out the celebraƟon to mark what was a remarkable year. 
              Recently I sent out an email asking for volunteers to form 
an anniversary planning commiƩee.  If you are interested and have 
not yet goƩen back to me, please feel free to do so.  We are  
hoping to combine some of the brainstorming already begun by 
the ECW and the Vestry.  Some of those ideas include having  
coloring books made of Grace’s stain glass windows (an  
inexpensive version of which, or even individual coloring pages, 
can be handed out at our booth at Eats & Beats), a potluck  
featuring recipes from past church cookbooks, inviƟng past clergy 
back, inviƟng past members for a homecoming of sorts, going 
through the photo archives and seƫng up displays, displaying 
some of our historic Įnery, etc.  The celebraƟon could then reach 
its culminaƟon at our annual St. Andrew’s Sunday celebraƟon in  
November, shortly before we enter into the sacred austerity of  
Advent. 
 



 Bishop Paula Clark’s moƩo for the diocese is “Leading 
with love.”  Earlier this year I decided to put it on our church 
sign, with one small addiƟon – it says, “Leading with love since 
1850.”  I think it is a nice liƩle nod to where we have been and 
where we are going – the church of our past, and the church of 
our future – always driven by the love of Christ.  Let us be proud 
of what has been built over the last 175 years, while we look  
forward to where God in Christ will lead Grace Church in the 
years to come. 
  
Blessings, 
Fr. Brian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• The most important thing a father can do for his children is to 
love their mother. 

     — Theodore M. Hesburgh 

 

• Good manners make any person a pleasure to meet and to 
know. 

     — Anonymous 

 

• A society will be judged on how it treats those in the dawn of 
life, those in the twilight of life and those in the shadow of 
life. 

     — Hubert Humphrey 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



News From Grace’s Greens 

 

In the heavens God has pitched a tent for the sun. It is like a 
bridegroom coming out of his chamber, like a champion rejoic-
ing to run his course. It rises at one end of the heavens and 
makes its circuit to the other; nothing is deprived of its warmth. 
Psalm 19:4-6 

 

As we head into the long days of summer, it’s interesƟng to con-
sider a few facts about our nearest star, the sun.  For example, in 
one hour Earth's atmosphere receives enough sunlight to power 
the electricity needs of every human being on Earth for a year.  
Also, solar power- along with onshore wind - is now the cheapest 
way to generate electricity! 
 

At Grace Church we are part of the energy revoluƟon, helping 
the transiƟon to clean, safe, renewable energy by parƟcipaƟng in 
a program called community solar.  Community solar is designed 
so that individuals, churches/nonproĮts and businesses can  
beneĮt from solar power without having to install solar panels.  
AŌer enrolling with a solar provider (in our case, Nexamp) and 
being assigned a number of panels based on energy usage, we 
then receive credits on our ComEd bill for the electricity generat-
ed by these panels, thus saving the church money.   
 

A recent communicaƟon from Nexamp provided some  
interesƟng – and encouraging – facts about our community solar 
subscripƟon: 
 

Since joining Nexamp, Grace Church has generated 20582 kWh 
of clean energy.  
 

This is equivalent to: 
31763 lbs. of CO2 emissions  
364 trees planted 

34989 air miles avoided 

875 gallons of gasoline saved 

 



So as we enjoy the long days of summer sunlight, let’s pause, 
perhaps on the summer solsƟce, to give thanks for our sun’s 
abundant energy and to celebrate doing our part to care for 
God’s creaƟon!   
 

Candy Colby 

 

 

 

Grace Community 

 

ECW FIRST FRIDAY All women of Grace are invited to come to 
our (mostly) monthly gathering on June 6th, the Įrst Friday. 
We'll meet in the undercroŌ at 11:30.  Please bring your own 
lunch; coīee and tea will be provided.   Come, have a lovely Ɵme 
of fellowship with your Grace Church sisters. 
 

Blessings to all, 
Connie B. 
cburden43@gmail.com  

815-789-3181  

 

ChrisƟan FormaƟon Sunday, June 8th aŌer our 9:00am service. 
 

People of Grace Breakfast  Saturday, June 21st - 8:00am at Nine 
East Coīee Shop.  
 

Bible Study Sunday, June 22nd aŌer our 9:00am service. 
 

FACC  June’s donaƟon is canned soup. 
 

Deadline for the July “Messenger” will be June 19th. 
 

 
 

mailto:cburden43@gmail.com


 

Treasurer’s Report 

 

 

Below are the Įnancial results for the Įrst four months of 2025 
compared to the results for the Įrst four months of 2024. 
 

 

 

 

Please contact me if you have any quesƟons. 
 

Duane Price, Treasurer 

815-233-0006 

daprice68@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 April 
2025 

April 
2024 

Diīerence 

Total Revenue 118,045 92,610 25,435 

Expenses:    

Personnel Costs 53,478 50,699 2,779 

Building & Grounds 20,447 13,950 6,497 

All Other 8,089 12,322 (4,233) 

Total Expenses 82,014 76,971 5,043 

Gain (Loss) 36,031 15,639 20,392 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

2nd Laura Watson 

3rd Connie Olson 

4th Colton Terpening 

6th Gregg Lizer 

8th Kathryn Terpening 

9th Candy Colby 

10th Eden Helm 

11th Steve McMillen 

13th Quinn Mitchell 
  

13th Nicholas Smith 

18th Mackenzie Francis 

20th Ellen Prall 
22nd Don Doak 

23rd Rose Dreier 

24th Jon Watson 

30th John Burden 

  Jeī Francis 

  

8th Duane & Carol Price 

21st Lan & Rayma Pinney 

22nd Bruce & Kathy Helm 

24th Ralph & Sue Norman 
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