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Rector’s Message 
 

 Alleluia!  Christ is risen…a liƩle later this year, but beƩer late than 
never. 
 It makes me think of a delighƞul single-panel cartoon I saw 
online that features a cloud ŇoaƟng over the tomb on an other-
wise sunny Easter morning.  From the cloud descends a word  
bubble, the voice of God, saying, “Jesus, it’s Ɵme to get up and 
come out.” 

 “Ugh…Įve more minutes?” comes a reply from inside the 
sƟll-closed tomb. 
 “You resurrect this instant, young man!” says the voice 
from on high. 
 With Easter being so late this year, it means that we will be 
in the fesƟve season of The Great FiŌy Days all the way into June; 
Pentecost is on June 8th this year. 

Even so, I always feel that with the May issue of The  
Messenger I have liƩle to report.  The annual Rummage Sale is 
usually well in hand by the Ɵme it reaches your mailboxes, though 
more volunteers are always welcome right up to the end.  People 
are looking forward to their summer acƟviƟes, and likewise, the 
Prall's begin looking forward to their vacaƟon.  The big events 
(ours and those of other ministries we support) usually do not 
come around again unƟl late summer or fall.  Because of all this, 
May has the feel of a Ɵme of transiƟon, of wrapping up and 
coasƟng into the summer.  

Not this year. 
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We will be riding the celebratory Easter wave right into 
Hope WINS’ Summer Mac Camp, which begins its second season 
on the Monday aŌer Pentecost.  How Įƫng to celebrate the 
newness of life in Easter, followed by the whooshing arrival of 
the Holy Spirit, right before our church is Įlled with the joyful 
cacophony of our young campers. 

Linsey McDanel, her team, and her board of directors 
have put in a tremendous amount of work in the last six months 
acquiring special licensing and cerƟĮcaƟons, holding specialized 
trainings, acquiring grant funding, and much more to build Hope 
WINS into a robust and sustainable program.  None of which, I 
should add, is required for a regular church camp; except our 
own Safe Church training through the Diocese, which new team 
members also must complete along with everything else. 

But this is not a regular camp. Hope WINS, and Mac 
Camp, provide truly unique and indispensable programming for 
the community of Freeport, and it would not have been possible 
without the support of Grace Church.  For a number of these 
children, it is the only camplike experience available to them on 
account of their disabiliƟes, and for many others, it is the only 
exposure they have to the acƟviƟes and character-building that 
Mac Camp provides. 

I cannot, cannot stress enough (though I will keep evan-
gelizing) how blessed we are to have partnered in this vital  
ministry.  In the seven years I have been here, I have  
encountered so many people who know “The Church with the 
Red Doors.”  In the last year alone, I have met hundreds more 
who have now come through those red doors and said, “Wow, 
I’ve never been in here before.  This is amazing.”  Will they all 
become devout Episcopalians?  God willing.  But right now, we 
have just begun to tend the vine in the hopes that it will bear 
fruit for Grace Church.  However, we are already bearing so 
much good fruit where it counts with this ministry, showing  
everyone there is a heart behind those red doors.  Let us rejoice 
and be glad in it! 

 Blessings, Fr. Brian 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st Jeremy Sigafus  10th Fr. Brian Prall 
2nd Cheri Haack   11th Albert Appiah 

 Gwynne French   Marsha Holden 

3rd Arneta Reining  16th Sarah Marten 

4th Susan Bokemeier  20th Bruce Helm 

6th Gabriella Hornung  21st Lynn Davis 

10th Erich Moderow  28th George Davis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5th Mark & Karen Moderow 



Server Schedule 
 

May 4th  
Chalicist: Chuck Terpening 

Lector: Candy Colby  
Acolyte: Lucy Prall 
Ushers: Chuck Breo & Jon Watson    

          

May 11th  
Chalicist: Carol Francis    

Lector: Phyllis Bergagna 

Acolytes: Lucy Prall  

Ushers: Jeī Francis & Dick Hepner   
 
May 18th  
Chalicist: Chuck Breo  

Lector: John Gush  

Acolyte: Lucy Prall     

Ushers: Stan Crowe & Jon Watson  

            

May 25th 

Chalicist: Chuck Terpening   

Lector: Gail Hunt   

Acolyte: Lucy Prall   

Ushers: Chuck Breo & Dick Hepner  
 
 
 
If you are unable to serve on the dates assigned, please make 
sure you get someone to replace you and noƟfy the church 
oĸce. 
 

 

 

 

 

Alive! 

 

What a glorious, bounƟful, sunshiny day 

With a sky washed in bright azure blue. 
There’s a wisp of a cloud that is lulling about, 
Just relaxing, with nothing to do. 
 

See the oak trees’ new buds, sƟll a yellowish green, 
Inching out to achieve their full size. 
And the breeze-sƟrring pine holds a nest in its arms 

Filled with three liƩle chirping young cries. 
 

Feel the warmth of the sun Ňooding comfort and health 

To a world that’s alive with rebirth. 
And now pause to absorb what we share with all life: 
Being alive! On God’s beauƟful earth. 
     —Peggy Ferrell 
 

 

 

 

• The will of God will never take you to where the brace of God 
will not protect you. 

     —BernadeƩe Devlin 

 

• Kindness, if you show it to others, will radiate from you like 
the warmth of the sun over the hilltops. 

     —Source unknown 

 
 

 
 



 
Treasurer’s Report 

 

Below are the Įnancial results for the Įrst three months of 2025 
compared to the results for 2024. 
 

 

Please contact me if you have any quesƟons. 
 

Duane Price, Treasurer 

815-233-0006 

daprice@yahoo.com 

 March 

2025 

March 

2024 

Diīerence 

Total Revenue 108675 81281 27395 

Expenses:    

Personnel Costs 41704 40414 1290 

Building & Grounds 17709 12308 5401 

All Other 6094 5901 193 

Total Expenses 65507 58623 6884 

Gain (Loss) 43168 22658 20510 

 
Grace Community 

 
The ECW Rummage Sale will be on Friday May 2nd and Saturday 
May 3rd.   

RUMMAGE SALE HOURS 

THURSDAY SET UP 9AM – NOON (or unƟl done)  
FRIDAY SALE 8AM – 2PM 

SATURDAY SALE 8AM – NOON 

SATURDAY CLEAN-UP NOON – 1PM(or unƟl done) 
 

ChrisƟan FormaƟon Sunday, May 11th aŌer the church service. 
 

People of Grace Breakfast  Saturday, May 17th - 8:00am at Nine 
East Coīee Shop. 
 

Vestry MeeƟng  Sunday, May 18th aŌer the 9:00am service. 
 

Bible Study Sunday, May 25th aŌer the 9:00am service. 
 

FACC donaƟon for May is condiments (ketchup, mustard, relish, 
mayo, etc.) 
 

Coīee hour sign-up sheets are posted on the bulleƟn board by 
the kitchen. No need for anything elaborate (cookies or donuts 
will do). Coīee and juice are provided by the church. When you 
sign up you are responsible for cleaning up aŌerwards. 
 

Deadline for the June newsleƩer will be May 22nd 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


