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Rector’s Report 
 

Happy New Year! 
  

 I know that is well overdue, but I did not publish a January 
newsletter, so I will say it now. The reason there was not a news-
letter is because all I really had to report were items more  
germane to my Annual Meeting report. Also, the end of December 
was extraordinarily busy, and I just ran out of time, so I scrubbed 
it.  Of course, I forgot to tell anyone, so my apologies. 
 For this issue of The Messenger, I wanted to focus on the 
Freeport Area Church Cooperative. As you may have known,  
FACC’s board president, Dan Kreeger, passed away in the fall, and 
as the board’s vice president, I have taken on his duties for the 
time being. It has been interesting, to say the least. 
 Let me start by saying the new pantry site has been a  
tremendous blessing, and it has been tremendously busy. With a 
few surprise community collections around the holidays, the  
inventory became overstocked in some areas, and understocked in 
others. The shift in pantry needs, then, required some reimagining 
of how delegate churches provide pantry goods; normally we 
would have a different item assigned each month. Right now, we 
are on a  
pantry and for shelter clients. For Grace Church’s pantry collection 
– the box in the narthex, and the boxes on the table outside the 
kitchen – please refer to the pantry section on the fliers posted 
inside the narthex and outside the kitchen. This list was also  
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posted on our Facebook page. The pantry items requested are 
ones that are very popular and the pantry is consistently in need 
of. 
 As far as the shelter is concerned, it is at capacity and  
beyond, with a waiting list to boot. FACC’s staff has been over-
whelmed with people, and they have had to resort to letÝng 
folks sleep on chairs in the halls, and wherever there is space, 
just to keep them out of the cold. These extra folks do not  
receive case management, but they do put a strain on an under-
staffed operation that is stretched to the brink. People keep 
showing up at their door, some even having been dropped off by 
local law enforcement, who just say, “It is your problem.” 

 Recently, the city has shown interest in “helping,” but 
that is to misunderstand the relationship. Homelessness is not 
FACC’s “problem” that it alone is responsible for solving. It is the 
city’s issue, and FACC happens to be an independently operated 
non-profit that exists to address it. If it were not for the  
delegation of churches who spoke FACC into being decades ago, 
there would be no shelter, unless one rose independently in its 
stead. 

There was an attempt by the city and some well-meaning 
community members to create a secondary shelter space. My 
understanding is a local church did offer space for it, and it has 
been outfitted with cots. But so far it has run into the same  
issues that have plagued every meeting I have ever been in to  
discuss warming shelters in Freeport: safety and liability. No one 
has the ability or resources to stage a safe and secure overnight 
shelter. Many of the unhoused suffer from severe mental illness 
or addiction, which really requires special training to work with. 
In fact, FACC’s director was asked to hand select people who do 
not suffer from these issues for this secondary shelter, but that 
was an absurd request, essentially asking her to determine who 
the “desirables” are. Ministry to the unhoused is not as simple as 
opening a building and letÝng people in. Otherwise, there are 
plenty of empty ones in Freeport to choose from. It is not like in  
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the days of PADS, where church people volunteered for over-
nights. FACC struggles as it is to find people to fill the paid  
shelter supervisor positions. 
 Nevertheless, some publicity did go out (though I do not 
know to what extent) trying to recruit volunteers for this other 
shelter. I do not know how successful it has been, but I raise the 
issue knowing the local rumor mill. As members of an FACC  
delegate church, you should know that if you hear that FACC is 
trying to open a second shelter, or anything linking FACC to this 
other shelter, it is not the case. FACC has been adamant that this 
is not and cannot be seen as their operation. They do not have 
the staff or resources to open a secondary site, and they cannot 
be liable for anything that may happen at this other shelter site. 
It will be its own independently operated shelter. 
 The ministry of FACC continues nonstop, and it continues 
to expand to meet the growing needs of the community. The 
case managers work tirelessly to rehouse clients, including 
through the Rapid Rehousing Program. They help clients acquire 
necessary documents for housing and employment. They 
transport clients to medical appointments, jobs, school (there 
are families with children), and, yes, even some to in-patient  
addiction facilities. Oh, and did I mention they run a food pantry 
on the side? 

 It is tough, tough ministry, but Jesus told his disciples, 
“You will always have the poor with you.” Part of being Christ’s 
heart and hands in the world is serving them in their ordeal. 
FACC has an all-star staff, but if the Spirit should ever move you 
to become more involved with FACC’s mission, please give them 
a call at (815) 233-0435. 
 

Blessings, 
Fr. Brian 
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Server Schedule 
 

February 2nd 

Chalicist: Chuck Breo 

Lector: Martha Furst  
Acolyte: Lucy Prall 
Ushers: Stan Crowe & Jeff Francis    

          

February 9th 

Chalicist: Carol Francis    

Lector: John Gush 

Acolytes: Lucy Prall  

Ushers: Dick Hepner & Jon Watson   
 
February 16th 

Chalicist: Chuck Terpening  

Lector: Phyllis Bergagna  

Acolyte: Lucy Prall     

Ushers: Stan Crowe & Jeff Francis  

            

February 23rd 

Chalicist: Chuck Breo   

Lector: Candy Colby   

Acolyte: Lucy Prall   

Ushers: Dick Hepner & Jon Watson  
 
 
If you are unable to serve on the dates assigned, please make 
sure you get someone to replace you and notify the church 
ofÏce. 
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Bits and Pieces 

 

Fr. Brian Vacation Day 

Fr. Brian will be gone Sunday, February 16th. Chuck Terpening 
has graciously volunteered to lead Liturgy of the Word.  The  
Vestry meeting that would ordinarily take place that Sunday will 
instead be held on February 23rd. 

 

ECW  NEWS The women of Grace Church are invited to our First 
Friday gathering on Friday, February 7th.   We'll meet at 11:30 in 
the undercroft for lunch... "Bring your own lunch".  Coffee and 
tea will be provided. Looking forward to seeing you! 
 

Connie B. 
815-789-3181  

cburden43@gmail.com  

 

People of Grace Breakfast  February 15th, 8:00am at Nine East 
Coffee Shop. 
 

Vestry Meeting  Sunday February 23rd after the 9:00am  
Service. 
 

Church has a new e-mail      freeportgrace@outlook.com 

 
Weekly Altar Flowers for 2025 Please remember that sometime 
during the month you are signed up for weekly flowers turn in a 
check for $33.00 (made out to Grace Episcopal Church). You can 
put this in the offering plate, turn in to the ofÏce or mail to the 
church. Just indicate on the check that it is for altar flowers.  
 

 

 

 

mailto:cburden43@gmail.com
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Treasurer’s Report 

 

Below is a comparison of the actual results for 2024 with the  
budget for 2024. 

The budget for 2024 was anticipating a deficit of $10,281 and the 
actual deficit for the year was $43,791. This deficit includes 
$23,673 for the new sidewalks and $12,057 for repairs to the 
church’s air conditioners. Without these 2 expenses we would 
have had a deficit of $7,938. 
 

The good news is that the church had enough cash reserves to  
cover these large expenses. 
 

Thank you, 
Duane Price, Treasurer 
815-233-0006 

daprice68@yahoo.com 

 

 2024 

Results 

2024 

Budget 
Per Cent 

of Budget 

Total Revenue 216,210 219,227 99% 

Expenses:    

Personnel Costs 141,317 144,472 98% 

Building & Grounds 70,160 36,650 191% 

Property & Liability 
Insurance 

18,792 16,086 117% 

Other Expenses 29,732 32,300 92% 

Total Expenses 260,001 229,508 113% 

Gain (Loss) (43,791) (10, 281)  
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   February 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If your birthday and/or anniversary does not appear on our monthly 
list or if there is an error please inform the church ofÏce via e-mail 
(gracechurch@aeroinc.net) or call 815-232-4422.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Deadline for the March Messenger will be February 19th. 
 

 
 
 

1st Adam Moderow 

8th Thomas Nord, Jr. 
9th Jim French 

10th Carol Francis 

12th Noah Watson 

16th Evelyn Appiah  

 

16th Stanley Crowe 

17th  Wayne Conroy 

20th Lan Pinney 

25th  Asia Chesterton 

26th Linda Locascio 

27th  Del Bear 

 

 4th George & Lynn Davis 



8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Fe
br

ua
ry

  N
ew

sle
tte

r 

Gr
ac

e 
Ep

isc
op

al
 C

hu
rc

h 
of

 F
re

ep
or

t 
10

 S
. C

he
rr

y 
Av

en
ue

 

Fr
ee

po
rt

, I
L.

  6
10

32
 

81
5-

23
2-

44
22

 


