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Rector’s Corner 

 

 One of the illuminating aspects of being a part of the 

Freeport Clergy Group is gaining insight into the different forms of 
church polity, or governance, among the various denominations 
represented.  Growing up Episcopalian (“cradled” as you might hear 
some folks say), not only did I take for granted the Episcopal  
tradition of governance, but I also had no frame of reference for 
how churches in other Christian traditions functioned.  Some are 
governed with varying degrees of centralized authority, whereas 
others are governed congregationally, with autonomy belonging to 
the parishioners in some capacity, be it a board or other  
representative body. 
 In the Episcopal tradition, the word episcopal simply mean-
ing “of bishops,” we are a church that exists within a system of 
shared governance between bishop, clergy, and laity, with the office 
of bishop maintaining ecclesiastical authority.  It is a model retained 
after the American Revolution from our roots in the Church of  
England, which had its own fascinating incarnation and develop-
ment during the English Reformation in the 1500s.  This refor-
mation, though influenced by the Reformation, which began in con-
tinental Europe in 1517 with Martin Luther, took a different path.  
Same century, all under the umbrella of Protestantism, different 
forces and outcomes involved. 
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 At the parish level, we are governed by a Vestry made up of 
parishioners and the rector, or priest.  It is our version of a church 
board, as I have to remind myself to refer to it outside the Episcopal 
setting because the word really carries no meaning otherwise.  A 
Vestry is given relative latitude to oversee the stewardship of a given 
parish, so long as they operate within the parameters of the National 
and Diocesan Canons, as well as within the parish’s own bylaws.  
Some Vestries function harmoniously, as has been my experience so 
far here at Grace, while others can be rather contentious.  It is all de-
termined by the overall health of the parish and the dynamic of 
those who sit on the Vestry. 
 The size of a Vestry can also play a key role in its successes or 
struggles.  Too few and it can be hard to adequately represent the 
congregation and accomplish all the parish’s goals.  Too many and 
the sheer volume of representation also can inhibit progress.  For 
that reason, the Canons of the Diocese of Chicago provide for limits 
to how large or small a Vestry can be.  There must always be two 
wardens as well as no less than three and no more than twelve  
regular Vestry members.  This is in order to create an appropriately 
sized and manageable group tasked with caring for the parish. 
 Grace currently has two wardens and seven members for a 
Vestry of nine parishioners total, which is toward the higher end of 
the canonical requirement for a parish of our size.  Couple that with 
our practice of rotating three on/three off, and it becomes difficult to 
fill vacancies without asking people to jump right back on after  
having taken the required year off between terms.  
 Given this reality, in our April meeting I asked the Vestry to 
consider reducing its total size to seven.  They voted in favor of  
making the change.  Three members, who graciously extended their 
service in light of our having to postpone the annual meeting, will 
finally be able to come off.  Please join me in expressing our  
tremendous gratitude to Carol Price, John Gush, and Chad Enright.  
We are also very pleased to welcome Marissa Routson back to the 
Vestry, giving us our new total of seven. 
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 There are a few details that still need to be ironed out,  
particularly around our system of rotating members on and off.  But, 
having pored through Grace’s bylaws, it is hardly an insurmountable 
task.  Reducing our Vestry by two people will still provide us with 
ample stewards of Grace Church while also increasing our pool of 
potential candidates for future elections. 
 Grace Church will continue to be a thriving parish.  This 
change does not alter that fact.  It simply helps us carry on with our 
Christian mission more efficiently.  As the Rev. Tobias Haller  
observes, “The body of the church exists for mission . . . In a very real 
sense, the church continues the mission of Christ as the incarnate 
and active Body of Christ.  Like any living body, the church is made 
up of members who enter and participate and then move out of  
participation – or as the classic view would have it, out of  
participation in the church militant to enter the church triumphant.  
Yet in spite of the change in the cast of characters, the play is still 
the same: the church endures as an entity in spite of the fact that 
the members making it up change over time.” 

Fr. Brian  
        

 

Bishop Consecration Rescheduled 

The consecration of Bishop-Elect Paula Clark has been rescheduled 
for June 12.  The AVM surgery on her brain following a sudden  
cerebral bleed a few weeks ago was a success and she is recovering 
nicely.  Given the new date of the consecration, Presiding Bishop  
Michael Curry will be able to attend in person and serve as chief  
consecrator.  Fr. Brian is planning on hosting a watch party at Grace 
Church and will provide more details at the date nears. 
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Announcements 

 

Work Day 

On Saturday, May 15th at 9:00 a.m., Fr. Brian is looking for a  
number of volunteers to help for a few hours sprucing up the 
church property both inside and out.  Inside work includes spack-
ling, painting, junk disposal, and organization.  Outside work in-
cludes picking up trash and leaves, pulling weeds, fixing and  
reconfiguring some downspouts, pulling weeds, scooping sump 
pump discharge, and painting.  This project will bring a new look 
and new life to our beautiful building, which had spent the better 
part of the pandemic lying dormant. 
 

Outreach 

It is with great pleasure that the board of FACC announces the  
hiring of a new executive director, Amy Korte.  Amy has completed 
the bulk of a ninety-day trial period in the position and expressed 
to the board and interest in continuing as executive director on a 
permanent basis.  She has already brought an amazing energy to 
FACC and we look forward to working with her and building a  
vibrant ministry for years to come. 
 

We recently wrapped up an academic year of supporting Hungry 
Huskies, a ministry conducted by Northern Illinois University’s 
Grace Place Campus Ministries.  Hungry Huskies is a feeding  
ministry open to all NIU students, providing weekly meals and  
fellowship.  Grace Place is an ecumenical ministry supported by the 
Northern Illinois Synod of the ELCA and the Episcopal Diocese of 
Chicago.  Local churches support these weekly meals either by  
preparing the food or sponsoring a meal monetarily.  Fr. Brian, 
who is currently serving on the board of Grace Place, asked the 
Vestry for Grace’s support of this ministry and we have been  
sponsoring one meal a month throughout this academic year. 
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Fr. Bob North, whom many of you know as a former rector 
here at Grace, is raising money for the Diocese of Nzara in 
South Sudan.  Funds will go to building a fence around a school 
property where motorcycles commonly whiz by at dangerous 
speed and proximity to school children.  Any additional funds 
will also go to supporting a World Food Program in the area.  If 
you wish to make a gracious donation to this effort, please  
submit checks payable to Grace Episcopal Church with “Nzara” 
in the memo line, and we will send off one check to the Nzara 
Development Fund at the end of the month.   
 

ECW News The first meeting of the ECW will be held on the 
first Friday of June.  After talking with several women, it was 
decided we could wait one more month in hopes of a safer 
(Covid-19) gathering.  Until then, if you have any questions or 
concerns, please contact me. 
 

Thank you, 
Connie B. 
815-789-3181  

cburden43@gmail.com 

 

FACC donation We are currently collecting canned green 
beans. June’s donation will be canned carrots. 

  
Weekly Altar Flowers The cost of altar flowers is $29.00. When 
you sign up for flowers you are responsible for paying for 
them. Sometime during the month you are signed up for turn 
in a check for $29.00 (made out to Grace Episcopal Church). 
You can put this in one of the offering plates, turn in to the 
office or mail to the church. Just indicate on the check that it is 
for altar flowers.  
 

 

mailto:cburden43@gmail.com
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Prayer from Book Of Common Prayer 

 

“This is another day, O Lord. I know not what it will bring forth, 
but make me ready, Lord, for whatever it may be. If I am to stand 
up, help me to stand bravely. If I am to sit still, help me to sit  
quietly. If I am to lie low, help me to do it patiently. And if I am to 
do nothing, let me do it gallantly. Make these words more than 
words, and give me the Spirit of Jesus.” Amen. 
 

 

 

 

The Birth of Mother’s Day 

 

 Anna M. Jarvis (1864—1948) loved her mother dearly. It 
was Miss Jarvis who first suggested a national day to honor all 
mothers. At a memorial service for her mother on May 10, 1908, 
Anna gave a carnation, her mother’s favorite flower, to each  
person in attendance. Within a few years, the idea to honor 
mothers gained popularity, and Mother’s Day was soon observed  
annually in many large cities of the United States. 
 On May 9, 1914, by an act of congress, President  
Woodrow Wilson proclaimed the second Sunday of May as 
Mother’s Day. He established the day as a time for “public  
expression of our love and reverence for the mothers of our 
country.” Bu then, it had become customary to wear white 

carnations in honor of departed mothers and red carnations to 
honor the living. The custom continues to this day. 
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In Loving Memory of 
Pamela Elaine Waller 

 

7/13/1949 -- 3/24/21 

 

God saw she was getting tired 

And a cure was not to be, 
So He put His arms around her 

And whispered, "Come with Me." 

 

With tearful eyes we watched her suffer 

And saw her fade away, 
Although we loved her dearly 

We could not make her stay. 
 

A Golden heart stopped beating 

Hard working hands to rest, 
God broke our hearts to prove to us 

He only takes the best. 
 

Thank you to everyone for all of your 

Thoughts, prayers and donations. 
The Family of Pamela E. Waller 

 

For many years Pam was employed by our church as our cleaning 
person.  
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 From the Finance Committee 

 

2021 OPERATING BUDGET 

1st quarter  
 

Giving Income:  

March ‘21 Budget   Jan - March ‘21 YTD Budget 
28,421.00 16,122.65 *91,570.00  190,172.00 

 

Vanguard to Operating Income: 
March ‘21 Budget   Jan - March ‘21 YTD Budget  
        0  4,000.00             0  16,000.00 

 

Other Income: 
March ‘21 Budget   Jan - March ‘21 YTD Budget  
185.07  229.16        413.50         2,750.00 

 

Total Income: 
March ‘21 Budget   Jan - March ‘21 YTD Budget  
28,606.07  20,351.81 91,983.50  208,922.00 

       

Total All Expenses Including Rector: 
March ‘21 Budget   Jan - March ‘21 YTD Budget  
16,407.51 16,972.60 50,031.64  204,424.70 

 

 

Current Assets: 
Checking   Columbarium   Memorials    Endowment   Reserve Fund  

43,037.84 9,719.16      9,997.62     630,567.37     97,985.73 

 

* Includes pre-paid pledges. 
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National Day of Prayer 

Thursday, May 6, 2021 

Lord, Pour Out Your LOVE, LIFE & LIBERTY 

 

“Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there 
is Liberty”  (2 Corinthians 3:17) 

 

This year’s National Day of Prayer will be held at the Stephenson 
County Farm Bureau with limited seating because of the Covid-19 
restrictions. Two options will be available from 7:00am to 7:00pm. 
The room entering the main entrance will be a “Stop By and Pray” 
program with ongoing projected prayer points and prayer. The room 
entering the side entrance will be designated for individual prayer. 
Masks will be required in accordance with the Stephenson County 
Farm Bureau Covid-19 policy. 
 

Due to the 50-person seating capacity, there will be no breakfast 
and live singing. Those attending will receive a prayer guide, a  
patriotic cross pin, special book, and a treat to go. 
 

We encourage everyone to stop by and pray. Jesus promised, 
“Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about any-
thing they ask for, it will be done for them by My Father in heaven. 
For where two or three gather in My Name, there am I with 
them.” (Matthew 18:19-20) 
 

It is our hope that Covid-19 restrictions will be lifted by next year’s 
National Day of Prayer so we can resume the traditional Stephenson 
County Prayer Breakfast. 
 

Questions, please contact Debbie Leininger at 815-297-2918 or 
rdlein@aol.com.  Looking forward to seeing you May 6th. 
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Grace Episcopal Church 

 

  10 S. Cherry Avenue, Freeport, IL 61032 

 Church office hours: 8:00 - 5:00pm Tuesday through Friday 

  Phone: 815-232-4422    Fax:  815-235-4542   
  E-mail:  gracechurch@aeroinc.net   

Grace Episcopal Church WEB Site  gracechurchfreeport.org 

 

  In case of an emergency please call: 
  Fr. Brian Prall  815-233-1828 

  E-mail: fr.brianprall@gmail.com    

 

 

The Rev. Canon Paula Clark,  Bishop of Chicago 

 

 

Rector:   Fr. Brian Prall    

Ministers:  The People of Grace Church 

Secretary:  Connie Olson 

Wardens:  Glenn Gungel, Senior Warden 

                         TBD  Junior Warden 

Treasurer:  Duane Price 

Clerk:   Mike Shore 

Vestry:   Doris Chesterton, Linda Locascio,  
   Cathy Perkins, Marissa Routson,  

   Mike Shore, Claudia Smith 

 

Director of Music: Steve McMillen 

Organists:  Steve McMillen and Laura Watson   

Altar Guild:  Peggy Isaac 
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Deadline for the June Messenger will be May 20th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      1st     Jeremy Sigafus 

     Frank Furst 
      2nd     Cheri Haack 

      3rd     Arneta Reining 

      4th     Susan Bokemeier      
      6th     Gabriella Hornung 

      9th     Stephanie Deganhardt 

     10th    Fr. Brian Prall 
     Erich Moderow 

      

11th Albert Appiah 

 Marsha Holden 

16th Sarah Marten 

20th Bruce Helm 

21st Lynn Davis 

 Richard Connors 

24th Don Isaac 

28th George Davis  

30th Zhenya Bolotnik 

5th      Mark & Karen Moderow 
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