
 

 

 

  

 

 

Rector’s Corner  

 

 Every now and again you will hear me refer to our being 
“Christ’s hands and heart in this world.”  This phrase comes from a 
Benediction that I use for our Wednesday evening Eucharist, and it is 
found in the Enriching Our Worship liturgy supplements.  To me, no 
amount of words seems so perfectly and so concisely fitting for  
articulating who we are and what our mission is as the Body of Christ 
corporate. 
 Outreach was one of the four main areas Grace expressed de-
sire in bolstering when I arrived here.  We were able to do a little bit 
here and a little bit there while I went through the Leadership  
Institute, learning about our city and county, as well as keeping my 
ear to the ground for areas of need and ways to get involved. 
 September already presented us with a number of opportuni-
ties to engage in outreach.  Last month Ellen made an appeal for  
financial support of nutritional snacks at Jones-Farrar IB World School 
here in town.  Through you generous giving, we were able to raise 
$1,449 in one collection.  I quipped that we were $100 short of 1549, 
which is the year Thomas Cranmer published the very first Book of 
Common Prayer.  That $100 has since come in, so Grace has donated 
$1,549 to the cause, and I can think of few things more Episcopalian 
than that. 
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 Also, through the diligent work of our own Cathy Perkins 
and a number of volunteers, we were able to staff the Cub Foods 
Brat Stand for a weekend raising $2,000 for Contact of Northern 
Illinois.  For those of you who may be unfamiliar with Contact, 
they run the area crisis hotline for those contemplating suicide 
or enduring other forms of duress, and they are an excellent re-
source and referral center for the various local social service or-
ganizations. 
 Coming down the pike, Freeport Area Church Coopera-
tive’s director, Dean Wright, will be delivering the homily on Sun-
day, September 29th.  I have asked Dean to let us know what’s 
new with FACC and offer ways we can get more involved with 
their mission to house the homeless and feed the hungry.  One 
of the things he has asked of us is if we would be able to commit 
to preparing a meal one evening a month.  Sarah Flashing, a local 
marketing consultant and board member of Freeport’s Children’s 
Hands-on Museum has reached out to me to arrange a time to 
come speak to Grace about the museum’s mission and to appeal 
for support, primarily volunteers.  The museum, which is staffed 
by volunteers, is a tremendous place for children to engage in 
interactive and sensory learning and my family has purchased 
the family membership for our children.  Last but not least, CROP 
Walk will be October 19th. 
 With these and other opportunities to get out and get 
involved in Freeport, I will be forming an Outreach Committee in 
the coming weeks.  The committee will consist of five to six  
people whose charge it will be to seek out and develop ideas for 
how Grace Church can be Christ’s hands and heart in our 
 community.  If you are interested in serving on this committee, 
please let me know.  Thank you, and many blessings to you all 
this fall.  
 

 



 

The Wisdom of God 

The Love of God 

And the Grace of God 

Strengthen you to be Christ’s hands and heart in this world 

In the name of the Holy Trinity. Amen.  
 

Fr. Brian     
 

 

 

 

Signs of Joy 

1. Eagerly greeting each new day as a generous gift from God. 

2. Frequent expressions of gratitude for the blessings and chal-
lenges which come throughout each day. 

3. Finding delight in everyday occurrences: things said by a 
small child, a cat playing with a ball of string, a dog trying to 
figure out what you’re doing, a funny story in the newspa-
per, a joke told by a friend, etc. 

4. Discovering the taste of a familiar vegetable prepared in a 
new way. 

5. Visiting with a dear friend or family member instead of 
letting television create the dialogue or interrupt good fel-
lowship. 

6. Eagerly looking forward to the next Sunday when you can 
join the family of God at worship. 

 

 

 



Grace Church News & Upcoming Events 

 

Eucharist every Wednesday at 5:30pm. 
 

Bible Study Fridays, October 4th and 18th at 10:00am. 
 

ECW First Friday Lunch Friday, October 4th at 11:30am. 
 

Finance Committee Meeting Tuesday, October 8th at 9:00am. 
 

Building & Grounds Meeting Wednesday, October 9th at  
 

Celebration of New Ministry for Fr. Prall Thursday, October 17th 
at 7:00pm. Bishop Lee will be here. 
 

People of Grace Breakfast Saturday, October 19th, 8:00am at 9 
East Coffee Shop. All are welcome. 
 

Vestry Meeting Sunday, October 20th after the 9:00am service. 
 

 

We had a terrific turnout for our potluck and stewardship kick-
off!  Thank you to everyone who was able to participate.  To 
those who were not able to be with us, if you have any questions 
about the proposed 2020 Budget, please email me 
gj.downing@comcast.net and I will send you a copy or stop by 
the office to pick up a copy.   
 

 

Heidi Downing, Treasurer 

mailto:gj.downing@comcast.net


 

Kitchen  
 

Our kitchen renovation is finally underway.  For the next month 
or so we can expect the kitchen to be somewhat torn up and 
look different each week as we move forward.   Prep work will 
done by Grace volunteers and followed by the installation of a 
new floor, new countertops and back splashes throughout the 
entire kitchen, new paint, new cabinets in the “wet” corner of 
the kitchen along with a new dishwasher and new sinks 
(including the addition of a designated hand-washing sink, which 
is needed in order to be able to serve the public).  
 

There may be times when the kitchen is not fully usable, but we 
will work around that as much as possible.  There is a sink in the 
Youth Room for when the plumbing and new sink installation is 
underway.  We still intend to continue having coffee hour after 
the 9 o’clock service. 
 

This is all made possible through the generosity of ECW and  
The Memorial Fund.   
 

Watch each week as this all takes place “right before our eyes”. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

The rewards of generosity 

 

When St. Paul was concerned about the welfare of poor Chris-
tians in Jerusalem, he appealed to other churches to help them. 
The Corinthian church promised a “bountiful gift” which was 
very pleasing to Paul. 
 

In a letter to the Corinthians, he said, “You will be enriched in 
every way for your great generosity…” (2 Corinthians 9:11, NRSV). 
 

How could the apostle make such a claim and with considerable 
assurance? 

 

No doubt it was because he knew that giving always enriches the 
giver. “I give,” said an older church member, “not because of the 
needs of the church but because of what giving to the church 
does for me.” 

 

St. Paul believed that is was like gardening or farming. The  
grower sows a small number of seeds into the ground, but the 
payback is the bountiful harvest which comes later. “Give,” said 
Jesus, “and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your 
lap” (Luke 6:38, NRSV). In short, no one can outgive God. 
 

 



From the Wardens 

 

Reminder – Celebration of New Ministry on Thursday, October 
17, at 7:00 pm - a special time for all of us as Father Brian is  
formally installed as rector of Grace Episcopal. A reception will 
follow the service.   
 

The Vestry has voted on final approval for the contractor for the 
kitchen project – we should be seeing work beginning soon – 
something we all look forward to!   
 

Thank you to the Finance Committee for their work in putting 
the proposed 2020 budget together.  Please review the figures 
and feel free to reach out to Heidi Downing or members of the 
Vestry with any questions.   Thanks to the dedication of our  
parishioners we are in good financial shape and look forward to 
2020 under Father Brian’s leadership to see what new opportu-
nities for outreach we might have. 
 

 

• If we have no peace, it is because we have forgotten that we 
belong to each other. 

     —Mother Teresa 

 

• It is by those who have suffered that the world has been  
       advanced. 
     —Leo Tolstoy 

 

• Better by far you should forget and smile, than that you 
should remember and be sad. 

     —Christine Rosetti 

 

• Music has the power to shape a culture. 
     —Aristotle 



From the Treasurer ~ 

 

2019 OPERATING BUDGET 

Month Ending August, 2019 

 

Giving Income:  

Aug. 2019 Budget   Jan – Aug. 19 YTD Budget   

9,964.00 14,220.60 13,6249.00 114,614.60 

 

 

Vanguard Endowment Income: 
Aug. 2019 Budget  Jan –Aug. 19 YTD Budget  
0.00  0.00  0.00  8,000.00 

 

 

Total Income: 
Aug. 2019 Budget  Jan – Aug. 19   YTD Budget 
10,091.66 14,612.27 140,827.70 125,747.92 

 

 

Total Building and Grounds Expense: 
Aug. 2019 Budget  Jan – Aug. 19    YTD Budget 
2,587.71 2,470.86 28,681.51 26,579.06 

 

 

Total All Expenses Including Rector: 
Aug. 2019 Budget  Jan – Aug. 19   YTD Budget 
13,884.32 14,444.88 127,494.13 127,807.64 

 

 

Current Assets: 
Checking   Columbarium   Memorials    Endowment   Reserve Fund  

12,298.83     6,127.37       30,534.85    495,702.98    62,536.01  
 

 

 



Grace Episcopal Church 

 

  10 S. Cherry Avenue, Freeport, IL 61032 

 Church office hours: 8:00 - 5:00pm Tuesday through Friday 

  Phone: 815-232-4422    Fax:  815-235-4542   
  E-mail:  gracechurch@aeroinc.net   

Grace Episcopal Church WEB Site  gracechurchfreeport.org 

 

  In case of an emergency please call: 
  Rector Brian Prall  815-233-1828 

  E-mail: fr.brianprall@gmail.com    

 

 

The Rt. Rev. Jeffrey D. Lee,  Bishop of Chicago 

 

 

Rector:   Fr. Brian Prall    

Ministers:  The People of Grace Church 

Secretary:  Connie Olson 

Wardens:  Candy Colby, Senior Warden 

                         Carol Price,  Junior Warden 

Treasurer:  Heidi Downing 

Clerk:   Mike Shore 

Vestry:   Doris Chesterton, Chad Enright,  
   Glenn Gungel,  Laurie Gungel, John Gush,  
   Marissa Routson, Mike Shore, Nick Smith 

 

 

Organists:  Steve McMillen and Laura Watson   

Choir Director:  Steve McMillen 

Altar Guild:  Peggy Isaac 

 

 

    

 

 



 

News from Grace’s Greens 

 

Things We Can All Do To Care For Creation 

 

1. Bring your cloth bags to the grocery. 
2. Eat less meat (you don’t have to go vegetarian, you can make a 

difference by just cutting down. 
3. Support tree planting efforts - buy carbon credits. 
4. Fly less or not at all. 
5. Contribute to politicians and candidates who are environmen-

tal defenders. 
6. Put your money to work: contribute to non-profits working to 

halt the current and ongoing erosion of our environmental pro-
tections - and especially contribute to non-profits like the Sun-
rise Movement, Greenpeace, Earth Justice and The Center for 
Biological Diversity, the Xerxes Society. 

7. Create pollinator gardens. 
8. Formulate your vision for an environmentally sustainable plan-

et, and then look around your yard, your neighborhood, your 
city for something you can do. Join with others. 

 

“I can’t save the world by myself. It’s going to take at least three of 
us.” Bill Mollison, founder of the permaculture movement. 
 

ABOVE ALL: ACT. ACTION IS THE ANTIDOTE TO DESPAIR. 
 

From the Creation Care Newsletter (September 2019) - An inter-
faith newsletter for all who are working to preserve and care for 
the miraculous gift of planet earth and for peace among all  
peoples. 
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Deadline for the November Messenger will be October 24th 

 

 

1st Jean Clayton 

3rd Thomas Nord, Sr.  

20th Raelynn Shore 

23rd Peg Feller  

26th Heidi Downing 

26th Peggy Isaac 

28th Merida Shore 

29th Woody Burt 
30th Danielle Rogers 

 Steve Terpening 

  

  

 

9th John & Cynthia Bradbury 

14th Larry & Lucy Miller 

18th Bernard & Deborah Lischwe 

20th Kris & Ashly Shore 

 Curtis & Stacey Terpening 

21st Don & Peggy Isaac 

22nd Heather & Ryan Becker 

23rd Jeff & Carol Francis 
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