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Rector’s Report 

 

Happy Easter! 
 This year was very nearly the latest we can observe it.   
According to the Book of Common Prayer, “Easter Day is always the 
first Sunday after the full moon that falls on or after March 21. It 
cannot occur before March 22 or after April 25.”  I remember look-
ing up at the night sky around March 20th thinking, we are about 
twelve hours from this swinging in the other direction and it being 
the earliest we can have it. 
 Anyway, May is upon us and we will be in the Easter Season 
for the duration of the month.  I find this is fitting since Easter is 
about the risen Christ and making all things new.  New life.  Though 
spring officially starts in March, to me May really seems to be the 
month that everything starts to blossom with color and fragrance.  
Gone are those surprise snowstorms that come just when we think 
winter has released its icy grip (I am now knocking on my desk, hop-
ing that it is genuine wood).  All of God’s magnificent living creations 
(especially the school children) are coming alive in anticipation of 
the summer. 

Here at Grace, life was still abounding even through Lent, 
and Holy Week was a particularly eventful and moving week with 
the Marvin Messing Art of the Stations show and a full celebration 
of the Triduum.  Like the world around us, we seem poised to con-
tinue on blossoming as May already has some wonderful opportuni-
ties in store for us. 
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The very first weekend is our Rummage Sale, so please keep 
your eyes and ears open for opportunities to help with that.  The fol-
lowing Tuesday is the tentative date for our big landscaping project 
to begin, thanks to a very gracious gift given in honor of Gus Petrakis.  
That Friday, I begin my thirty-fifth year of life.  Grace’s Greens will be 
heading out to the Nachusa Grasslands on that third Saturday to 
hang out with the bison, which has me super excited, probably due 
to the same unabashed romanticized vision of the pioneer experi-
ence expressed in the lyrics of “Home on the Range”. 
 A few things will be wrapping up this month.  I graduate from 
the Leadership Institute out at Highland Community College on May 
15th, which will be bittersweet.  I have learned so much through this 
program and met so many wonderful people with diverse gifts to 
share with this city and county.  Christian Formation will have con-
cluded our discussions over the book Toxic Charity by the time you 
receive this, and our Bible Study group will be finishing its trip 
through the book of Daniel.  That means it is time to press on to new 
topics and new ways of learning and being in fellowship with each 
other as the Body of Christ.  As always, I will happily accept  
recommendations for topics you all are interested in learning (or 
teaching) about. 
 Thank you all for making my first Lent, Holy Week, and Easter 
as your priest a very blessed experience.  I look forward to our con-
tinued time together in this season of Easter.  Christ is risen.  Alleluia, 
alleluia, alleluia.               

Fr. Brian Prall 
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            From The Warden 

With April being such a busy month, there was no Vestry meeting 
scheduled.   The upcoming Vestry retreat will focus on completing 
our portion of the mutual ministry review after which we will be 
scheduling a meeting facilitated by Rev. Andrea Mysen to complete 
the process of formally calling Father Brian as our rector.  Again, if 
you have any questions, please contact one of the wardens or vestry 
members.     
 

As the weather warms, look for the landscaping project to be com-
pleted, which should make the exterior of the church even more 
beautiful.  We are looking at options for a new church sign and 
hopefully can make a decision before long.  We are also moving for-
ward with the kitchen remodeling plans – bids for the various as-
pects of the project are still being reviewed.   
 

We hope you all had an opportunity to view the Marvin Messing art 
exhibit featuring the Stations of the Cross.  The public reception and 
viewings during Holy Week were very well attended and we had 
many positive comments.   The article in the local paper interviewing 
Father Brian and Steve McMillan gave the exhibit excellent publicity.   
Thanks to all who made this happen – it was a wonderful experience 
for Grace. 
 

Plan to sign up for one or all of Grace’s Greens’ outings this summer 
starting with a trip to Nachusa Grasslands (near Dixon) on May 18 to 
see the bison.   For those who’ve never visited, it’s a beautiful place 
to experience the prairie – use the opportunity to invite a friend.   
See Allison Gush’s article in this issue of The Messenger.   
 

We wish you a blessed Easter season and happy spring! 
 

Candy Colby, Senior Warden 

Carol Price, Junior Warden 
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Notes from Grace’s Greens: 
 

Visit to Nachusa Grasslands We will be visiting on Saturday, May 
18th. 30 genetically pure wild bison were introduced to the Nature 
Conservancy in 2014. There are now around 120 wild bison. Late 
spring is a good time to see the bison, before the prairie grass gets 
too tall to see the new calves.  
 

There is a free “Inside the Fence” bison tour at 1:30pm on May 
18th, but is does require registering online, ahead of time and 
spaces are limited. Registration opens at 7:00am on May 1st. 
 

On the 18th we will meet at the Visitor Center at Nachusa (2075 
Lowden Rd, Franklin Grove, IL) at 12:15pm. Bring a picnic sandwich 
and beverage. Those fortunate enough to have registered for the 
tour will set off on open trucks at 1:30pm. Those unable to be on 
the tour will drive the trails and walk around the remaining 3600 
acres of the Nature Conservancy prairie. We will be able to walk 
anywhere, except within the bison enclosure. 
 

There will be a signup sheet as some may want to carpool from 
Freeport. According to Google it is a 55 minute drive (41 miles). 
More information on Nachusa Grassland, and registration infor-
mation may be found at their website. nachusagrasslands.org 
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 From the Treasurer ~ 

 

Gain & Loss Budget Performance 

Month Ending March 31, 2019 

 

Giving Income: 
March ’19 Budget  Jan-March ’19  YTD Budget 
13,844.00 14,220.60 72,880.00 *  43,461.80 

 

Total Income: 
March ’19 Budget  Jan-March ’19  YTD Budget 
14,894.13 18,612.27 73,490.50  48,636.57 

 

Total Building and Grounds Expense: 
March ’19 Budget  Jan-March ’19  YTD Budget 
4,476.25 3,395.56 10,510.82  8,337.26 

 

Total all Expenses: 
March ’19 Budget  Jan-March ’19  YTD Budget 
15,939.46 15,569.88 48,632.56  48,545.74 

 

Vanguard Endowment Income: 
March ’19 Budget  Jan-March ’19  YTD Budget 
0.00  4,000.00 0.00   4,000.00 

 

Current Assets: 
Checking Columbarium Memorials Endowment 
81,111.03 5,951.48 29,722.41 478,623.46 

 

* Includes pre-paid pledges. 
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Bits and Pieces 

 

ECW News  Welcome Spring! At least, I hope spring is here to 
stay. After a very long winter, it will be wonderful to have our 
monthly ECW fellowship gathering resume. 
 

Rummage Sale...Reuse...Recycle...Reprocess...Remove  
(from your closets) 

 The Annual Grace Rummage Sale will be held: 
  Friday, May 3rd, 8:00am until 1:00pm 

  Saturday, May 4th, 8:00am until noon 

 

We need help setting up on Thursday, May 2nd, beginning at 
9:00am. We also need help during the sale. For questions or con-
cerns, please call or email:  
Connie B. 815-789-3181, cburden43@gmail.com 

 

You may want to consider attending the Diocesan ECW Annual 
Meeting, “Reaching the World with God’s Love”, May 11th, at St. 
Andrew’s in Downers Grove. Bishop Lee will be celebrating the 
Eucharist in the afternoon. Registration and program information 
can be found at www.ecwchicago.org 

 

 

Parish Picnic  Saturday, June 8th, 2019, at 1:00pm at the Price’s 
home at 581 Barley Ridge Trail, Freeport. Meat provided, bring a 
dish to pass and a lawn chair if you like. Any questions, please 
contact Carol or Duane. Everyone welcome. 
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Vacation Bible School…to be held here at Grace!!! 
 

We are delighted that Grace will be the site of this year’s  
Vacation Bible School.  We are teamed up with St. James AME 
Church again to provide a week of VBS for kids of our two 
churches but open to any kids in the community at large, ages 
pre-school through high school.  High schoolers may be interest-
ed in helping the younger kids, which is encouraged. The dates 
are June 17th – 21st, from 5:30 – 8:00, starting with dinner.  In 
recent years United Presbyterian has been part of the backbone 
of the program.  With their changes, we will need to make sure 
we step up our volunteers from Grace.  The kids rotate between 
Bible Story, Crafts, Music, and Recreation.  Father Brian will be 
leading the Bible Story room, and Steve McMillen will be a co-

leader on Music.  We need some volunteers to shepherd the kids 
from rotation to rotation (fun and easy, and we can have one or 
two shepherds per group.)  Generally the kids are divided up into 
groups of preschoolers, K-2, 3-5, and 6-8.  We will also need a 
team of volunteers to help man the kitchen and to provide a 
meal for one night.  We may also need some additional help with 
crafts and games/recreation if you are interested.  This year’s 
theme is “Let’s Roar”, with a lion as our mascot!!  If you are able 
to help in any capacity, please contact Martha Furst at 
mfurst@aeroinc.net or 815-238-9391.   
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:mfurst@aeroinc.net
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FACC Director’s Report - March 2019 

 

Food Pantry - FACC is officially a member of the Northern Illinois 
Food Bank and will be placing our first order this month. 
 

Hope House (Permanent Supportive Housing) 
Hope House currently has three clients and is full. Discussion  
later in the meeting. 
 

Chicago Avenue Mission (Emergency Shelter) 
The Mission is currently fluctuating between 10 to 14 guests 
nightly. Year to date, the Mission has taken in 25 unduplicated 
guests (20 male; 5 female). Ten guests have exited so far with 
three securing permanent housing in the community. Additional-
ly, FACC is housing a single mother and child in its transitional 
housing unit across the street. 
 

Capital Improvements 

Bid letters for replacement of the furnace will go out this month. 
We estimate most bids to be in the $30,000 to $40,000 range. 
We plan to have work completed by September. Monitoring and 
measuring continues on the cracked foundation by Willett Hoff-
man. Good news is the crack has not widened over the winter. 
We might be looking at a cheaper alternative to stabilize other 
than underpinning the foundation. Cross our fingers. 
 

Grants 

This month FACC submitted a number of grants to the Illinois  
Department of Human Services to support our Homeless  
Services. 
$50,000 - IL DHS Emergency Solutions Grant (Chicago Ave. 
 Mission) 
$40,000 - IL DHS Emergency and Transitional Housing Grant 
(Chicago Ave. Mission) 
$27,000 - IL DHS Supportive Housing Program Grant (Hope 
House) 
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Flooding 

FACC volunteered to take a lead role in the cleaning-up and ‘muck’ 
out phase following the flood event experienced to the East Side of 
Freeport this month. We have partnered with Christian Aid Minis-
tries—a Mennonite natural disaster assistance team that is locally 
headed by Richard Miller of Mt. Carroll. FACC has worked with  
Richard and his team in the past with great success. St. Paul MB  
Pastor Antwon Funches is coordinating much of the ground work for 
this relief effort and we are impressed with his leadership and or-
ganizational skills—particularly in light that his own church was dam-
aged in this flood. 
 

I have two temporary workers (and former clients) that are assisting 
with the flood. As of March 27th, we have pumped and cleaned 20 
houses and have possibly 10 more to do before the work is likely 
completed. 
 

One of the challenges that we routinely run into with flooding in  
Stephenson County (and presumably other natural disasters should 
one happen), is the disorganization of social service entities and 
their response to natural disasters. Though Stephenson County has a 
VOID (Volunteer Organizations Assisting in Disasters), very little pre-

planning is done prior to a disaster occurring. I have volunteered to 
head a committee to pre-plan the social service response to future 
natural disasters in Stephenson County. 
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Eucharist Wednesdays at 5:30pm. 
 

ECW Rummage Sale Friday, May 3th from 8:00am to 1:00pm 
and Saturday, May 4th from 8:00am to noon. Setup will be  
Thursday, May 2nd starting at 9:00am. 
 

Building and Grounds Meeting  Wednesday, May 8th at 
1:00pm in St. Stephen’s Hall. 
 

Vestry Retreat Saturday, May 11th, 9:30am at the library. 
 

People of Grace Breakfast Saturday, May 18th, 8:00am at 9 
East. All people of Grace Church are welcome. 
 

Graces Greens visit to Nachusa Grasslands, May 18th. Meet at 
the Visitor’s Center at 12:15pm. 
 

Vestry Meeting Sunday, May 19th at 10:30am 

 

Memorial Service for Irene Seely, Tuesday, May 21st at 11:00am 
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Deadline for the June Messenger will be May 22nd. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      1st     Jeremy Sigafus 

     Frank Furst 
      2nd     Cheri Haack 

      3rd     Arneta Reining 

      4th     Susan Bokemeier      
      6th     Gabriella Hornung 

      9th     Stephanie Deganhardt 

     10th    Fr. Brian Prall 
     Erich Moderow 

      

11th Albert Appiah 

 Marsha Holden 

16th Sarah Marten 

20th Bruce Helm 

21st Lynn Davis 

 Richard Connors 

24th Don Isaac 

28th George Davis  

30th Zhenya Bolotnik 

5th      Mark & Karen Moderow 



12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 M
ay

  N
ew

sle
tte

r 

Gr
ac

e 
Ep

isc
op

al
 C

hu
rc

h 
10

 S
. C

he
rr

y 
Av

en
ue

 

Fr
ee

po
rt

, I
L.

  6
10

32
 

81
5-

23
2-

44
22

 


