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Rector’s Message 

 

 Last Friday we introduced our daughter, Lucy, to the classic 
film The Wizard of Oz.  I have to say that I echo the Cowardly Lion’s 
observation when Glinda’s snow wakes him up from his poppy in-
duced slumber: “This is some unusual weather we’re having here.”  
I, for one, love winter; getting to go out and play on the rink at Read 
Park, the slopes of Chestnut, or some of the cross-country ski trails.  
In some of my more egocentric moments, I feel Mother Nature is 
providing me with an exuberant welcome home from my three 
years in Texas.   

The weather this season is quite humbling from a creation 
standpoint, as well.  That the processes God spoke into being, even 
before the creation of humans, can produce this fascinating variety 
of wintery weather and can plunge into unthinkable temperatures 
of minus fifty staggers the mind.  All the while, we are at its mercy 
trying to push back with plow, salt, and shovel, and trying to adapt 
to its relentless power in order to carry out that which is important 
to us.  

Have I romanticized it enough?  Okay, I’ll admit the ice rain 
is a bit much, though I was able to dribble a puck around the recto-
ry driveway a bit, which was neat.  Even more vexing was having to 
cancel Wednesday services three weeks in a row, and the weather 
does seem to be lingering through the duration of the season of 
Epiphany, the eighth and final Sunday of which is coming up. 
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While March seems poised to come in like a lion, perhaps it 
is fitting for our observance of Lent, which is just around the cor-
ner.  The bitter cold forces us to retreat inside; inside our homes, 
inside ourselves in search of warmth and light.  The warmth and 
brightness of spring, the newness of life abounding around us will 
seem that much sweeter when it comes.  A perfect play of the Res-
urrection acted out in God’s creation before our very eyes. 

 In the coming weeks, I cannot forecast any breaks in the 
weather, but I can tell you Grace is plowing ahead in spite of it all.  
We will be having a Shrove Tuesday fellowship gathering on March 
5th.  On Ash Wednesday, March 6th, there will be two services for us 
to enter into the solemn and contemplative season of Lent.  Those 
are 12:15 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.  Wednesday evening soup suppers 
will also be held after the Wednesday evening Eucharist.  Please 
reference the calendar for those dates.  There will be a signup 
sheet on the bulletin board for those who wish to provide soups.  
Our Christian Formation class will be discussing the book Toxic 
Charity over the course of five weeks.  March 10th and 31st are the 
dates for this month.  Grace’s Greens will be hosting a guest speak-
er on March 24th.  See Allision Gush’s article for details.  Lastly, 
there will be an Evensong on Sunday, March 17th with a St. Patrick’s 
Day flavor. 
 I hope the weather allows us to enjoy all of these wonder 
offerings undeterred.  As much as I adore winter, our common 
prayer life and fellowship is what fills me with joy and thanksgiving.  
Blessings to you all the rest of this winter season, and may God 
grant you a prayerful Lent. 
 

Fr. Brian Prall 



3 

Bits and Pieces 

 

Don’t Forget! 
Daylight Savings Time begins on the second Sunday of March! Move 
your clocks ahead one hour at 2:00am on Sunday, March 10th. 
 

ECW - Episcopal Church Women  We will be taking a 
“vacation” from our FIRST FRIDAY lunch gatherings until April.  
 

Grace Episcopal to host Choral Evensong for St. Patrick 

Grace Episcopal Church, 10 S. Cherry Ave. in Freeport, will com-
memorate the feast day of St. Patrick with a service of Choral Even-
song on Sunday, March 17, at 4:00 p.m. Prayers, readings, and  
music of the choir, organ, and other instruments will celebrate the 
sacred side of this popular holiday. The public is warmly invited, and 
a festive reception will follow.  
 

Coffee Hour is a special time for us at Grace. We appreciate all our 
wonderful coffee hour hosts and would like to encourage others to 
consider hosting - just bring a smile and your favorite treat - doesn’t 
have to be anything elaborate - we provide the great coffee from 
Birds and Beans - thank you! 
 

Flowers for Easter …each year the sanctuary is decorated with 
Easter flowers. After Easter the flowers are taken to our shut-ins as 
a gift from their parish family. A list of those being honored or held 
in memory will appear in the Easter Sunday bulletin. We ask that 
you bear in mind that as with most everything, the cost of the 
plants also increases.  
 

 

 

 

 



4 

2019 Vestry 
 

Wardens:  Candy Colby, Senior Warden 

                         Carol Price,  Junior Warden 

Treasurer:  Heidi Downing 

Clerk:   Mike Shore 

Vestry:   Doris Chesterton, Chad Enright, 
   Glenn Gungel, Laurie Gungel, John Gush,  
   Marissa Routson, Mike Shore,  
   Nicholas Smith 

 

 

COMING IN APRIL 

We are excited to announce that during the week of April 14th 
we will have an art show here at Grace Church.  The artist whose 
works will be on display is Marvin Messing, Jr. The exact date 
and time has not been set but it will be during that week…watch 
for more information. 
 

Marvin (or Skeez as he was known) was born in Freeport in 1922 
and ran the family business Messing and Becker Sporting Goods 
store until 1985. However, his education, passion and talent was 
always that of an artist and in 1985 Skeez and his wife Ann 
moved to Montana to be near their daughters and he continued 
his work as an artist and teacher in the Flathead Valley area of 
Montana.  
 

Skeez was a long-time and active member of Grace Church and 
three of his works hang in Grace Church today. The large crucifix 
at the back of the church below the stained-glass window and 
organ pipes, the Christ the King crucifix in the baptistry and the 
Madonna and Child on the wall in the chapel. 
 

 Skeez died in 2014 and his daughters have put together some of 
his pieces and will bring them to Freeport during the third week 
in April. It will be a wonderful time for us to remember a talent-
ed man whose roots all began right here in Freeport and Grace 
Church.   
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Grace’s Greens 

 

Talk on Native Plants On March 24th, during coffee hour after 
church, we will have a talk on native plants. Our speaker will be 
Pam Richards, Master Naturalist. By growing more native plants 
we not only make gardening easier as the plants are better 
suited to our conditions, but we also attract more birds and 
butterflies. Pam will also touch on some invasive species that we 
may want to recognize and remove if we see them. 
 

Tentative plans for the rest of the year: 
 

April 27 Earth Day display at Krape Park 

April 28 Earth Day service at Grace 

May  Hike (and trash pick-up at Oakdale Nature  
  Preserve 

June  Visit Nachusa Grasslands (prairie and bison) 
July  Hike and picnic at Lake Le Aqua Na 

August  Northern IL Renewable Energy Fair at 

  Jarrett Nature Center, Byron 

September Rock River canoe/kayak 

October Visit energy efficient Open Homes in Ogle County 

November “Alternative food” tasting 

December Meeting to plan for 202, with perhaps a  
  short movie 

 

 

• Go confidently in the direction of your dreams. Live the life 
you have imagined. 

     —Henry David Thoreau 

 

 

• Kindness, if you show it to others, will radiate from you like 
the warmth of the sun over the hilltops. 

     —Source unknown 
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March 

 
Bible Study Fridays: March 1st and 15th at 10:00am. 
 

Ecumenical Healing Service Sunday, March 4th at First  
Lutheran at 2:00pm. 
 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner on March 5th  Pancakes, 
sausage and drinks will be offered by the Francis Family from 
5:00pm to 6:30pm for church families only. A free will donation 
will be taken and donated to FACC. 
 

Christian Formation Sundays: March 10th and 31st after the 
9:00am service. 
 

Lenten Soup Suppers & Fellowship starting March 13th each 
Wednesday in Lent at 6:00pm through April 10th. 
 

Building & Grounds Meeting Wednesday, March 13th at 
1:00pm. 
 

Men of Grace Saturday, March 16th, 8:00am at 9 East.  All  
people of Grace Church are welcome. 
 

Choral Evensong March 17th at 4:00pm 

 

Grace’s Greens “Native Plants” presentation, March 24th after 
the 9:00am service. 
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Deadline for the April Messenger will be March 22nd. 
 

 

 

 

2nd Mark Moderow 

 Laurie Gungel  

5th  Deborah Lischwe 

9th Becky Lafferty 

10th  Chuck Terpening 

11th Anne Lischwe 

16th Rayma Pinney 

17th Mary Lehnhard 

18th Duane Fitzpatrick 

25th Cierra Mathews 

29th Amber Miller 

 Carrie Helm 

31st Neil Dreier  

 

  

 22nd John & Arneta Reining 
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